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BORN TO RUN: Brian Douglas runs on the track at .Ioseph G Caner Park in Fort Lauderdale. He lost both legs due to birth defects, yet swims and runs
competitively. The nonprcf:t organization Amputee Blade Runners has pledged to donate running and walking Iegs to mm until he fu[1y matures.
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emaylad;legs,but BnanDouglas:s
ing at an even faster

runmng SKchamy race on rubber braces he
calls “stubbies.” His inspiring feat drew the at-
. tention of 2 Tennessee-based nonprofit organ-

:zanon.whxchdona:edtoanaspnﬁ'ynew :

pair of blade-style running prosthetics.
There’s a catch, though: Brian must run

even more, at least three SK races ayear.
But for the aspi.ling athlete, that’s a fine

“It'saprettyfa).rpnoe,”hesazd.“Iheymke
my legs, and I only have torun.” :
The goal: to inspire other amputees.

; Blrthdefwts,mchdmgmssmgubmbon&,. e
forced amputation of both Brian’s legs below -

the knee at 10 months. But that didn’t stop him
from dashing about on his stubbies — “A leg

shorter than all of his friends,” said mom Sa-- -

mantha Cools-
petitively against able-bodied opponents.

“He’s a pretty confident boy,” Coo! l.s-]'..ar-
tique said.

‘I‘hat oonﬁdenee was on full display in Ia.n-
uary, when Brian ran and rode 2 wheelchair in
a SK race sponsored by the St. Anthony

of Columbus. Proceeds went to the
Children’s Diagnostic and Treatment Center
of Fort Lauderdale, which serves kids with
special health needs like Brian.

“Hereaﬂywentontofh:scomfonmeto'

' compete; he was running .on his stubs,” said
Amanda Mitchell, the center’s director of de-
velopment. “When he crossed the finish line,
everybody had tears in their eyes.”

ﬂeetoffoor.Andnowhe’llbespxmt— i

pace.
“The 10-year-old Lauderhill boy
proved his mettle earlier this year by

Lartique — Or SWimming com- -
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Brian Douglas,

a 10-year-old
from Lauderhill,
is inspiring other
amputees with his
running prowess

Bnan’seﬁ‘ons,anda&mSenmelaccoum

_ of his run, caught the notice of two nonprofit
organizations dedicated to assisting disabled
athletes: Amputee Blade Runners of Nashville
'-andtheChal!engedAtbletﬁFotmdauonof'

San
awardedSl,SOOmBnanﬁo:swxmmngex—

pensessuchasooachmgandeqmpment at
_ Fort Lauderdale’s International Swnnmmg_

Ha]lofFame.whemehetmms.
InIune.AmpmseeBladeRmnexsﬂeanan
andh:s&mﬂymﬂashvﬂle.whemhewasﬁt—
ted with custom-made, Olympic-style run-
ning blades. The organization then surprised
h:mvmhasecondpa.lrof

prosthetics: special-
- made walking legs with shoes, which he can
: -donfordaﬂyuseorotherspom]ﬁaebasket
ball or football |

"[thoughttheywere]ustgmngusmnmng
blades; then we found out they were actually

- gomgtogweusanewpenoflegsalongwﬂh

the running blades,” Cools-Lartique said. “I
was extremely happy for Brian.”

The balky old stubbies, Bnan’smémmodeu
: oflocomonon,havebeenmlegatedtoacloset.

“He didn’t spend much time in them,” his
moﬂ:ersald."Nowhe’salwaysmmslegs.he
usesh.lslegsalotmore. 3 el

Especially the running blades." ; :

”I'heymstmakemefeellﬂ:el‘mthefastest
person on the Earth,” Brian said. “It’s an exhil-

-mungfeehng.[wouldlﬂ:etobemtheom
- pics one day, b'ut Tm gunnmg for the =

Andthebstpan:AmpmeeB]adeRunners

- will replace Brian’s current legs with new,
larger ones ashe grows, until he reaches matu- -

rity at 18 or 9. Such prosthetics, which for a

growing boy nged__rep]aan_g_ roughly every.

Diego. - ;
The Challenged Athletes Foundation i deserving amputee
-erystate.lthasﬁttedathle&smzsswap

_ was able to obtain Brian’s legs :
 take up to 60 man-hours to craft — for under -

Nlﬂi S{'WERJ’SLN swma

yeanuouldmbetweenS&OOOandm.OOOa !

leg
“Idon’tthmhoouldeveraﬁ?ordthosehnds
of prosthetics for Brian,” Cools-] : said.
Amputee Blade Runners, started three
years ago, has a goal of providing athletic
prosthetics to one in ev-

ﬁ.:; and Brian is the first from Florida.
'I&:eyBaxda?.ABdenecbo:,satdhlsorgan

-thenscmenedb.mas a prosthetic recipient.
“He seemed agreat candidate,” Barclay said
ofthe’Astudent.{{‘I-IesverygoaJ-onented. :
We’re looking for people like that.”
A math lover, Brian was named to the Hon-

~ ors Society of the Broward County Urban
'League.He]ustsmrtedsmhgradeatthe'

North Broward Academy of Excellence in

* Tamarac. He helps Cools-Lartique, a single
“mom, with his sister Anayah, 8, who suffers

from chromosomal abnormahues and Te-
quires daily care. =

Barclay said Brian was more than ready for
quality prosthetics. “The first time he put on.
his legs he jumped around,” the director said.
“Heneverhadtheabmtytodothstmthhls
old legs” '

’I‘hmughdonatedlaborandmama}.ABR
— which can

$15,000, &:belowmeavmgecostofsmooo

. t0.$75,000, Barclay said.

'Ihepmmmthatnnanmnathﬁttbme

- SKraces a year, the equivalent of about nine
“miles, is askedofa]lABRpmstheuc recip-
~ ients. “We want someone to spread the word
-about us, and to spread the word about ampu-

tee awareness,” Barclay said. “We hope he in-
stmoxepeopleto_getout_@dmm 3
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